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New analytical methods are emerging that offer high throughput and 
easy handling solutions for industry and control authorities. 
Complementing traditional methods, these new rapid methods allow on-
site testing of food quality and safety. However they are not widely 
established and the short life time of test kits means new cost and 
efficiency issues as well as different validation procedures. A Working 
Group on A horizontal WG was established: WG Validation of Qualitative 
Methods, which is a joint undertaking between IUPAC and MoniQA to 
perform model studies to generate sufficient statistical data, which can 
serve as basis for the design of a harmonised protocol on qualitative 
methods validation.  
The presence of bacteria, fungi, viruses, parasites and other 

microorganisms in food products may have health implications 

for consumers. New rapid and alternative methods for such 

contaminants are needed throughout the food supply chain. 
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